








Rayner in their recent article in Nature) have made trenchant
criticisms of the Kyoto Protocol and urged a fundamental
rethinking of its design and incentive structures. Hopefully
others in Europe will follow their lead and acknowledge that
principled criticism of Kyoto is not environmental treason.

In conclusion, the U.S. must realize that denial of the issue
and stonewalling, whatever our legitimate concerns, is not
a productive or serious strategy. At the same time, the EU
must realize that its often self-righteous tone, in the light
of what might be generously called an extremely tepid real
performance in CO, reduction, has alienated many American
policymakers. Many of these policymakers, especially con-
servatives, are quite suspicious by nature of global treaties
such as Kyoto, particularly when China and India do not make
meaningful commitments to CO, reduction.

As Boucher, accurately observes, a new U.S. administra-

tion will almost certainly bring a new, more positive tone, to
climate change negotiations. Will the EU follow suit? &
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